
HOWARDIAN HILLS 
AREA OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY 

JOINT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
5 APRIL 2012 

 
 

AONB ACTION PROGRAMME 2011/12 
 
 
1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To receive details of progress made on implementing the AONB Management Plan 

during 2011/12. The Action Programme for 2012/13, incorporating business planning 
requirements, is covered under a separate Report on this agenda. 

 
 
2.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
2.1 At each Spring meeting the JAC considers a report detailing the progress achieved on 

the Management Plan objectives. The Action Programme contains details of the 
progress made against the previous year’s targets. The Action Programme covering 
detailed progress against 2011/12 targets is attached as Appendix 1 to this report. 

 
2.2 A detailed Red/Amber/Green system has been put in place to monitor progress against 

annual targets, and analysis shows that 75% of the specific targets were either fully or 
substantially achieved, with a further 20% ‘started but less than 75% completed’. 
Progress was also achieved against a further 6 Objectives for which no specific 
Targets had been set, with 7 separate actions being completed. 

 
2.3 Statistically this is a better performance than that of the previous year, although from a 

subjective viewpoint it doesn’t feel as good because we didn’t deliver as many 
countryside management projects as we had hoped. Targets where no action was 
completed were largely those that were overtaken by events, relied heavily on action 
from partner organisations or were/became lower relative priorities for the AONB 
Unit. 

 
2.4 Targets that we had hoped to achieve progress on included entering details of hedges 

planted, etc onto a GIS database; revising the Local Landscape Priorities in the AONB 
Management Plan to include the Historic Landscape Characterisation information; 
producing basic design guidance for new farm buildings/infrastructure; developing 
and publishing some off-road cycling route leaflets; and developing a mechanism to 
assess the condition of non-statutory Local Priority Sites. The lack of progress on 
these was principally due to Liz Bassindale’s Maternity Leave, which meant that the 
AONB Manager had to leave some tasks that he had hoped to complete. 

 
 
3.0 SUSTAINABILITY 
 
3.1 Achievements this year included: 

 Delivery of the Sustainable Development Fund, allocating £10,000 to projects. 
 Preparing a leaflet on environmentally sustainable gardening, to go on the 

AONB website and for distribution at future events. 
 2 Good Life events held, at Slingsby and Husthwaite, with a further 2 in 

planning. 
 
 

ITEM 4



4.0 NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 
 
4.1 Achievements this year included: 

 Inputting the 2010/11 information into the Biodiversity Action Recording 
System. 

 7 SINCS and 8 Special Interest Road Verges re-surveyed. 
 Carrying out 11 workdays with volunteers on 7 SINCs/SSSIs. 
 Implementing 2 schemes to plant 30 new hedgerow or in-field trees and 2 copses 

(100 trees & shrubs), as a continuation of the initiative started two years ago. 
 Managing 8 grassland sites (all SINCs bar one). 
 Hedge at Broughton Lane SINC, and overhanging trees at Amotherby Lane 

SINC, cut back to promote grassland for knapweed broomrape. 
 Managing 44 Special Interest Road Verges. 
 Clearing significant areas of rhododendron at Park Wood Fishponds SINC, as 

well as continuing to clear Western hemlock regeneration on Grimston Moor 
SINC. 

 Controlling Himalayan balsam along approx. 5.8km of Wath Beck. 
 Participating in a new partnership focussed on the River Rye, to develop a 

project to tackle Himalayan balsam on a catchment scale. 
 Preparing 1 Farm Environment Plan, although the application subsequently 

didn’t proceed. 
 Supporting 5 village/school wildlife enhancement projects, at Hovingham, 

Ampleforth (2), Welburn and Swinton. 
 
 
5.0 HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT 
 
5.1 Achievements this year included: 

 Continuing our input to the CAN DO Lime & Ice Project’s Yearsley Moor 
Archaeology Project, with 5-10 volunteers exploring the history of the area. 

 Giving advice and developing proposals to improve the management of 5 
Scheduled Monuments. 

 Supporting excavation of 2 features in Gilling Castle Park, as part of the 
Yearsley Moor Archaeology Project. 

 Completing work on 10 Local Priority Sites or other historic features. The most 
significant of these were restoration works on two sets of gate pillars, at 
Welburn and Whitwell, which are part of the historic approach to Castle Howard 
(see below). 

 Ryedale DC LEADER Small-Scale Enhancements Scheme money used to repair 
Listed stone gateposts at Welburn and Whitwell, and village name 
signs/traditional direction signs in 2 AONB villages. 

 
 
6.0 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 
 
6.1 Achievements this year included: 

 Continuing our involvement with the LEADER Local Action Group and CAN 
DO Partnership. 

 Community projects funded in 4 villages, with 2 Village Hall renovation 
projects also supported. 

 Held 2 Good Life events, in Slingsby and Husthwaite. 
 Supported the Ryedale Rural Awards competition and prize-giving event. 
 6 Traditional village name signs restored in Nunnington and Amotherby, by 

joint funding with Ryedale LEADER Small Scale Enhancements Scheme. 
 



 
 
7.0 AGRICULTURE 
 
7.1 Achievements this year included: 

 Providing HLS/ELS advice to 2 farmers and land managers; preparing 1 Farm 
Environment Plan for HLS. 

 Completing 11 landscape enhancement schemes, involving 2,462m of hedge 
planting/gapping-up, 195m of field wall restoration, 30 new hedgerow or in-field 
trees and 2 copses (100 trees & shrubs). 

 Submitting responses to planning consultations for 14 new agricultural buildings 
or infrastructure. 

 
 
8.0 FORESTRY AND WOODLAND 
 
8.1 Achievements this year included: 

 Continuing to fund the Native Woodland Development Officer post. 
 Providing woodland management advice to 1 landowner or manager. 
 Propagating another batch of black poplar cuttings. 
 Attended NAAONB training seminar, on technical aspects of continuous cover 

forestry management. 
 Scrutinising 6 Forestry Commission English Woodland Grant Scheme 

consultations. 
 
 
9.0 DEVELOPMENT 
 
9.1 Achievements this year included: 

 Scrutinising 70 development control consultations – full details of Development 
statistics for the AONB in 2011 are given in a separate Report on this agenda. 

 Overhead electricity wires being undergrounded in Crayke. 
 Inputting to the development of the Ryedale Local Development Framework. 
 Providing advice on 5 renewable energy schemes, and scrutinising 6 planning 

consultations. 
 Lobbying Yorkshire Housing Association, via Ryedale DC, over the sale of two 

affordable homes at Nunnington. 
 
 
10.0 ROADS, TRANSPORT AND TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT 
 
10.1 Achievements this year included: 

 Scrutinising 13 development control consultations. 
 Obtaining access to the NYCC traffic monitoring statistics website, and better 

liaison with Local Transport Plan implementation (including the preparation of 
the NYCC Construction Manual). 

 Restoring 5 traditional direction signs in the Newburgh/Oulston/Yearsley area, 
and replacing 1 arm on a sign at Hovingham. 

 6 Traditional village name signs restored in Nunnington and Amotherby, by 
joint funding with Ryedale LEADER Small Scale Enhancements Scheme. 

 



 
11.0 RECREATION, ACCESS AND TOURISM 
 
11.1 Achievements this year included: 

 Scrutinising 5 development control consultations. 
 Developing links with Welcome to Yorkshire, and discussing ideas around the 

Rural Economy Growth Review. 
 Continuing a Condition Survey of the Public Rights of Way network, using 

volunteers to carry out the survey work. 6 parishes surveyed. 
 A team of at least 4 volunteers working with the NYCC Area Ranger at least 1 

day every other week in the AONB on Public Rights of Way maintenance. 
 Inputting to the Independent Review Panel on Forestry, via the NAAONB 

response and attending a Panel Sub-Group visit at Castle Howard. 
 Litter picking at ‘hot-spots’ throughout the AONB. 

 
 
12.0 AWARENESS AND PROMOTION 
 
12.1 Achievements this year included: 

 Maintaining a neat appearance around the AONB gateway signs. 
 Ensuring that outlets had an adequate stock of AONB literature. 
 Publishing AONB News and our Annual Report for 2010/11. 
 Maintaining the AONB website – full statistics on Visits not available for 

2011/12. Obtained media coverage via 29 press mentions worth £43,000. 
 Hosting a film crew from the BBC Escape to the Country programme. 6 

features/ interviews re-broadcast on Radio York, and Countryfile item re-
broadcast on BBC1 at Christmas.  

 Attending the Ryedale Show. 
 Holding 5 guided walks and giving 1 evening talk. 
 Holding 4 Junior Ranger Club sessions throughout the year, with 59 children 

attending.  
 Delivering Year 1 of the LEADER and Heritage Lottery Fund-supported 

Rural:Urban Schools Twinning Project, completing 16 Year 1 visits and 3 Year 
2 visits. 

 Achieving volunteer assistance for 20 tasks or projects, worth at least 340 days 
or £23,000. 

 
 
13.0 IMPLEMENTATION 
 
13.1 Achievements this year included: 

 The Sustainable Development Fund had a budget of £20,000.  It was again 
delivered in partnership with the North York Moors National Park Authority. 

 Utilising the Defra Single Pot funding arrangements to ensure maximum 
leverage of funds into the AONB. 

 The CAN DO Partnership’s Lime and Ice Project continued with the Yearsley 
Moor archaeology project. 

 The partnership with the National Park Authority and Forestry Commission to 
employ a Native Woodland Development Officer continued. 

 Steering substantial projects to restore Listed gate pillars, traditional direction 
signs and village name signs to the Ryedale LEADER Small Scale 
Enhancements Scheme. 

 Participating in new partnerships focussed on the River Rye (Himalayan balsam 
control; reducing channel sedimentation); the CAN DO area (Alcathoe bat); and 
the north eastern segment of the AONB (B-Lines project). 



 Attended 2 NAAONB funding seminars, to learn about potential new sources of 
funding that we may consider accessing in the future to support project work in 
the AONB. 

 Completing the signing of a new Memorandum of Agreement between Defra 
and the three constituent Local Authorities of the AONB partnership. 

 Liz Bassindale went on Maternity Leave in October 2011, with Francesca Pert 
appointed as Maternity Cover and commencing in November 2011. 

 
 
14.0 AONB MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 
14.1 Achievements this year included: 

 Further developing a list of potential sites for use in fixed-point photography 
monitoring.  

 
 
15.0 NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR AONBs 
 
15.1 Achievements this year included: 

 Attending the national AONB Conference, 1 Northern AONBs meeting and 3 
seminars. 

 Adopting the NAAONB Branding for the Annual Report and stationery 
(letterhead, business cards and Compliments slips). 

 Representing the NAAONB at the Game Fair and 1 meeting, as well as 
attending the NAAONB AGM, the Northern AONBs Chairmens’ meeting and a 
national Lead Officers’ meeting. 

 Paul Jackson, as a Director on the Board of the NAAONB, attended 3 Board 
meetings. Retired from the Board, by rotation, in October 2011. 

 
 
16.0 RECOMMENDATION 
 

It is recommended that: 
 
a) The progress made to date with implementing the Management Plan be noted; 
 
b) the achievements against Targets for 2011/12 be noted. 
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